Trading since 1879, Blackwell of Oxford is
the largest academic and specialist
bookseller in the UK.
Blackwell’s has put together a selection of
books that we feel would provide the perfect
accompaniment to your voyage.
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A VOYAGE THROUGH THE MIDDLE SEA
Athens to Funchal

John Julius Norwich*

Sofka Zinovieff

Cathy Gere

The Middle Sea

Eurydice Street

Knossos

ISBN: 9781844133086, Paperback
The Mediterranean has nurtured three of
the most dazzling civilisations of antiquity,
witnessed the birth or growth of three of
our greatest religions and links three of the
world's six continents. This book tells the
story of the Middle Sea itself - a story that
begins with the Phoenicians and the
Pharaohs and ends with the Treaty of
Versailles.

ISBN: 9781862077508, Paperback
Sofka Zinovieff had fallen in love with
Greece as a student, but little suspected
that years later, in the summer of 2001, she
would return for good with an expatriate
Greek husband and two young daughters.
This book is a fresh, funny and inquiring
account of her first year as an Athenian.

ISBN: 9780226289540, Paperback
In the spring of 1900, British archaeologist
Arthur Evans began to excavate the palace
of Knossos on Crete, bringing ancient Greek
legends to life just as a new century dawned
amid far-reaching questions about human
history, art and culture. This title relates the
story of Evans' excavation and its long-term
effects on Western culture.

Simon Price and Peter Thonemann

The Birth of Classical Europe: A
History from Troy to Augustine
ISBN: 9780140274851, Paperback
This comprehensive, readable survey of
the Classical past is ambitious in scope: it
ranges from the Aegean world of the second
millennium BC to Augustine's City of God.
More than that, it considers not only how
the ancient world is remembered today but
also how the Greeks and Romans perceived
and felt the influence of their own past.
Eric Newby

On the Shores of the Mediterranean
ISBN: 9780007367917, Paperback
'Why don't you start in Naples and go
clockwise round the Mediterranean instead
of dashing off in all directions like a lunatic?'
Fortunately, Eric Newby followed his wife
Wanda's advice, and so begins the
wonderfully madcap adventure.
James H. McGregor

Athens
ISBN: 9780674047723, Hardback
Revered as the birthplace of democracy,
Athens is much more than an open-air
museum filled with crumbling monuments
to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on
a journey from the classical city-state to
today's contemporary capital, revealing
a world-famous metropolis that has been
resurrected and redefined time and again.

James Davidson

Courtesans and Fishcakes

Leonard Cottrell

ISBN: 9780006863434, Paperback
This fascinating book reveals that the
ancient Athenians were supreme hedonists.
Their society was driven by an insatiable
lust for culinary delights - especially fish fine wine and pleasures of the flesh.

The Bull of Minos

Nigel Spivey

Classical Civilization: Greeks &
Romans in 10 Chapters
ISBN: 9781781855027, Paperback
A concise and accessible study of the
foundations, development and enduring
legacy of the cultures of Greece and
Rome, centred on ten locations of seminal
importance in the development of
Classical civilisation.
Dr Matthew Nicholls

30-Second Ancient Greece
ISBN: 9781782403883, Hardback
Ancient Greek civilization laid the
foundations for so many aspects of modern
western life. But can you recite the Classical
orders with confidence? Would you be able
to define the key contributions of Socrates,
Plato and Aristotle? Here you will find the
50 most important achievements of a
timeless civilisation, each explained in
half a minute.

ISBN: 9781845119423, Paperback
This is the story of two of the most heroic,
and controversial, figures in archaeology:
Heinrich Schliemann, who discovered the
remains of Troy, and Arthur Evans who
unearthed the great city of King Minos
at Knossos. Replete with drama and
adventure, "The Bull of Minos" tells of
the 3,000-year-old civilisations that were
brought back to life, of the extraordinary
men who toiled in their dusty ruins, and of
the magic and mystery of life in a world of
gods and warriors.
Rodney Castleden

Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete
ISBN: 9780415088336, Paperback
Thoroughly researched, Rodney Castleden's
Minoans: Life in Bronze Age Crete, pursues
the results of recent research to produce a
comprehensive new vision of the peoples of
Minoan Crete.
John Julius Norwich*

Sicily: A Short History, From the
Greeks to Cosa Nostra
ISBN: 9781848548954, Paperback
'Sicily is the key to everything' wrote Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe. A colourful and
lavishly illustrated history (fifty years in the
making) of the Mediterranean's largest and
most turbulent island from much-loved
historian John Julius Norwich.

Horatio Clare

John Hooper

Sicily Through Writers’ Eyes

The New Spaniards

ISBN: 9780907871941, Paperback
A useful companion for those travelling to
Sicily, this work is part of a series that is a
collection of writing, aiming to invest the
traveller with a cultural and historical
background to Sicily.

ISBN: 9780141016092, Paperback
This is a fully revised, expanded and
updated edition of this masterly portrayal
of contemporary Spain. The restoration of
democracy in 1977 heralded a period of
intense change that continues today. Spain
has become a land of extraordinary
paradoxes in which traditional attitudes and
contemporary preoccupations exist side by
side. Focusing on issues which affect
ordinary Spaniards, from housing to
gambling, from changing sexual mores to
rising crime rates, John Hooper's fascinating
study brings to life the new Spain of the
twenty-first century.

Leonie V. Hicks

A Short History of the Normans
ISBN: 9781780762128, Paperback
How a band of marauding warriors
established some of the most powerful
kingdoms in Europe - in Sicily and France,
as well as England - is an improbably
romantic idea. In exploring Norman culture
in all its regions, Leonie V. Hicks places the
Normans in the context of early medieval
society.
Peter Robb

Midnight in Sicily
ISBN: 9780099595809, Paperback
A journey into the heart of Sicily, using art,
food, history and literature to shed light on
southern Italy's legacy of political corruption
and violent crime.
Daphne Phelps

A House in Sicily
ISBN: 9781860496486, Paperback
A delightful and moving homage to the
'most beautiful house in Taormina, Sicily'
and the colourful people of the local
community by the modest, independent and
generous woman who has inhabited it for
over fifty years.
David Gilmour

The Last Leopard
ISBN: 9780955010514, Paperback
David Gilmour's biography of Giuseppe di
Lampedusa unearths the life story of the
creator of "The Leopard", one of the great
novels of the twentieth century. A book
whose imagery, once tasted, haunts the
reader forever.
Jan Morris

Spain
ISBN: 9780571241767, Paperback
Spain is one of the absolutes. Nothing is
more compelling than the drama, at once
dark and dazzling, of that theatre over the
hills - the vast splendour of the Spanish
landscape, the intensity of Spain's pride and
misery, the adventurous glory of a history
that set its seal upon half the world.
Passionate, evocative and beautifully
written, Spain is a companion to the
country: its people, its history - and its
character.
Simon Barton

A History of Spain
ISBN: 9780230200128, Paperback
This expanded new edition has been revised
throughout in order to amplify key points.
The last chapter brings the story up to date
and includes discussion of recent events
such as the 2004 Madrid bombings and the
2008 general election.

Talia Baiocchi

Sherry
ISBN: 9781909342989, Hardback
A remarkable drink with a rich history,
sherry was for centuries considered one
of the world's greatest wines. But in more
recent times, its illustrious reputation was
often overlooked and this once beloved
beverage fell out of favour. Now, with
sherry undergoing a renaissance and
becoming a star ingredient on the craft
cocktail scene, that is all about to change.

Justin Morozzi*
The Man who invented History
ISBN: 9780719567131, Paperback
Herodotus is known as the Father of
History, but he was much more than that.
He was also the world's first travel writer,
a pioneering geographer, anthropologist,
explorer, moralist, tireless investigative
reporter and enlightened multiculturalist
before the word existed. Using the
effervescent and profoundly modern
Herodotus as his guiding light, Justin
Marozzi takes the reader back to his world
with eclectic travels to Greece, Turkey,
Egypt and war-torn Iraq.
Translated by Tom Holland
Herodotus, The Histories
ISBN: 9780140455397, Paperback
The Histories of Herodotus, completed in
the second half of the 5th century BC, is
generally regarded as the first work of
history and the first great masterpiece of
non-fiction writing.
Collins Bird Guide: Britain and Europe
ISBN: 9780007268146, Paperback
With expanded text and additional colour
illustrations, the second edition of the
hugely successful Collins Bird Guide is a
must for every birdwatcher.

Roger Crowley

Conquerors: How Portugal Forged
the First Global Empire
ISBN: 9780571290901, Paperback
As remarkable as Columbus and the
conquistador expeditions, the history of
Portuguese exploration is now almost
forgotten. This title tells an epic tale of
navigation, trade and technology, money
and religious zealotry, political diplomacy
and espionage, sea battles and shipwrecks,
endurance, courage and terrifying brutality.
Barry Hatton

The Portuguese: A Modern History
ISBN: 9781904955771, Paperback
Portugal is an established member of the
European Union, one of the founders of the
euro currency and a founder member of
NATO. Yet it is an inconspicuous and
largely overlooked country on the
continent’s south-west rim. Barry Hatton
shines a light on this enigmatic corner of
Europe by blending historical analysis with
entertaining personal anecdotes.
Alex Liddell

FICTION
Victoria Hislop

Cartes Postales from Greece
ISBN: 9781472223203, Hardback
Week after week, the postcards arrive,
addressed to a name Ellie does not know,
with no return address, each signed with an
initial: A. With their bright skies, blue seas
and alluring images of Greece, these cartes
postales brighten her life. After six months,
to her disappointment, they cease. But the
montage she has created on the wall of her
flat has cast a spell. She must see this
country for herself.
Leo Kanaris

Codename Xenophon
ISBN: 9781909232839, Paperback
At the heart of this book is the Greek nation:
its history, culture and current predicament.
We see a dysfunctional society through the
eyes of George Zafiris, an Athens based
private investigator, as he tries to solve a
series of crimes the police seem eager to
forget.

Madeira

Apostolos Doxiadis

ISBN: 9781849043342, Paperback
Who does not know the phrase 'Have some
madeira, m'dear'? Madeira is one of the
world's greatest wines, with a fascinating
history few others can equal. A thoroughly
revised new edition of this classic history of
Madeira - arguably the world's longest-lived
wine - by the leading authority on the
subject.

Uncle Petro and Goldbaach’s
Conjecture
ISBN: 9780571205110, Paperback
Uncle Petros is a family joke - an ageing
recluse in a suburb of Athens, playing chess
and gardening. His young nephew soon
discovers his uncle was once a celebrated
mathematician who staked all on solving the
problem of Goldbach's Conjecture.

Giuseppe di Lampedusa
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The Leopard
ISBN: 9780099512158, Paperback
In the spring of 1860, Fabrizio, the
charismatic Prince of Salina, still rules
over thousands of acres and hundreds of
people, including his own numerous
family, in mingled splendour and
squalor. Then comes Garibaldi's landing
in Sicily and the Prince must decide
whether to resist the forces of change or
come to terms with them.
Giuseppe di Piazza

The Four Corners of Palermo
ISBN: 9781590516652, Paperback
Palermo in the 1980s. Fourteen hours
from any place in what one might call the
civilised world, a city of great beauty but
torn by the second great Mafia gang wars.
A perfect place for a young crime reporter
to get his start.
Leonardo Sciascia

The Wine Dark Sea
ISBN: 9781847089281, Paperback
A fine selection of the great Sicilian
author’s very best short stories.
Simon Gough

The White Goddess: An Encounter
ISBN: 9780957185357, Paperback
A mesmerising tale of passion and
divided loyalties, set between the magic
of a bohemian Majorca and the horror of
Franco’s Madrid.
Victor del Arbol

The Heart Tastes Bitter
ISBN: 9781925228441, Paperback
Eduardo Quintana's life lost all meaning
when his wife and daughter were killed
in a tragic accident. The once renowned
painter wallows in grief and guilt,
subsisting on alcohol and drugs, not
caring if he lives or dies. But when a
grieving mother asks Eduardo to paint
a portrait of the man who killed her son,
he finds himself drawn to the unusual
commission. He alone understands her
need to look deep into the soul of the
man who changed her life forever, and he
alone can help.

Freytag and Berndt

Mediterranean Cruise Map
ISBN: 9783707912906
Eyewitness Travel Guide

Cruise Guide to Europe
ISBN: 9781409370222
A multi-country guide to Europe's most
spectacular cruising destinations. From
Oslo to Athens, it covers 70 ports of call.
It also features photos and illustrations,
unique 3-D models, and bird's-eye-view
maps of all the major sites.
Marco Polo Pocket Guide with Map

Athens
ISBN: 9783829707077
Helen Partovi-Fraser

Athens: The Hidden Gems
ISBN: 9781326057336
Marco Polo Pocket Guide with Map

Crete
ISBN: 9783829706827
Marco Polo Pocket guide

Malta
ISBN: 9783829706711
Eyewitness Guide

Sicily
ISBN: 9781409370215
Blue Guide

Sicily
ISBN: 9781905131549
Eyewitness Travel Guide

Seville & Andalusia
ISBN: 9780241189245
Eyewitness Travel Guide

Portugal
ISBN: 9780241208281
Marco Polo Pocket Guide

Madeira
ISBN: 9783829706698

Yann Martel

The High Mountains of Portugal
ISBN: 9781782114741, Paperback
Lost to grief. With nothing but a
chimpanzee. A man thrown backwards
by heartbreak goes in search of an artefact
that could unsettle history. A woman
carries her husband to a doctor in a
suitcase. A Canadian senator begins
a new life, in a new country, in the
company of a chimp called Odo. From
these stories of journeying, of loss and
faith, Yann Martel makes a novel unlike
any other: moving, profound and
magical.

* Lecturing on board this cruise

