We have put together a selection of books
that we feel would provide the perfect
accompaniment to your voyage.
Available from all good book stores.

READING GUIDE
CLASSICAL GREECE & ISLANDS OF THE AEGEAN
Athens back to Athens
NON-FICTION
Colin McEvedy
New Penguin Atlas of Ancient
History

Simon Price and Peter Thonemann
The Birth of Classical Europe: A
History from Troy to Augustine

ISBN: 9780140513486, Paperback
In a chronological series of maps and
accompanying text it traces the movements of
races in Europe, the Mediterranean area and
the Near East from 50,000BC to the fourth
century AD.

ISBN: 9780140274851, Paperback
This comprehensive, readable survey of
the Classical past is ambitious in scope: it
ranges from the Aegean world of the second
millenium BC to Augustine’s City of God.
More than that, it considers not only how the
ancient world is remembered today but also
how the Greeks and Romans perceived and
felt the influence of their own past.

David S H Abulafia
The Great Sea

Mary Beard
The Parthenon

ISBN: 9780141977164, Paperback
For over three thousand years, the
Mediterranean Sea has been one of the great
centres of civilisation. David Abulafia’s The
Great Sea is the first complete history of the
Mediterranean, from the erection of temples
on Malta around 3500BC to modern tourism.

ISBN: 9781846683497, Paperback
The ruined silhouette of the Parthenon on its
hill above Athens is one of the world’s most
famous images. Its ‘looted’ Elgin Marbles
are a global cause celebre. But what actually
are they? In a revised and updated edition,
Mary Beard tells the history and explains
the significance of the Parthenon, the temple
of the virgin goddess Athena, the divine
patroness of ancient Athens.

Robert Holland
The Warm South: How the
Mediterranean Shaped the British
Imagination
ISBN: 9780300235920, Hardback
An evocative exploration of the impact of the
Mediterranean on British culture, ranging
from the mid-eighteenth century to today.
Referred to as “Magick Land” by one traveller,
dreams about the Mediterranean, and
responses to it, went on to shape the culture of
a nation. Written by one of the world’s leading
historians of the Mediterranean, this book
charts how a new sensibility arose from British
engagement with the Mediterranean, ancient
and modern.

Edith Hall
Introducing the Ancient Greeks
ISBN: 9780099583646, Paperback
Edith Hall gives us a revelatory way of viewing
this scattered people, identifying ten unique
personality traits that she shows to be unique
and central to the widespread ancient Greeks.

James H McGregor
Athens
ISBN: 9780674047723, Hardback
Revered as the birthplace of democracy,
Athens is much more than an open-air
museum filled with crumbling monuments
to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a
journey from the classical city-state to today’s
contemporary capital, revealing a worldfamous metropolis that has been resurrected
and redefined time and again.

Sofka Zinovieff
Eurydice Street
ISBN: 9781862077508, Paperback
Sofka Zinovieff had fallen in love with Greece
as a student, but little suspected that years
later, in the summer of 2001, she would return
for good with an expatriate Greek husband
and two young daughters. This book is a fresh,
funny and inquiring account of her first year
as an Athenian.

James Davidson
Courtesans and Fishcakes
ISBN: 9780006863434, Paperback
This fascinating book reveals that the ancient
Athenians were supreme hedonists. Their
society was driven by an insatiable lust for
culinary delights – especially fish – fine wine
and pleasures of the flesh.

Judith Herrin
Byzantium
ISBN: 9780141031026, Paperback
Makes accessible and understandable the
grand sweep of Byzantine history; from
the founding of its magnificent capital
Constantinople (modern Istanbul) in 330, to
its fall to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.

Robin Cormack
Byzantine Art
ISBN: 9780192842114, Paperback
This book focuses on the art of Constantinople
from 330 to 1453 and the stages this went
through in reaction to historical circumstances
as the city progressed from the Christian
centre of the Eastern Roman Empire, to
the crisis of attack from the new religion of
Islam, to revived medieval splendour and
then, after the Latin capture of 1204 and
the reoccupation by Byzantine after 1261, to
a period of cultural reconciliation with east
and west.

Thucydides
The Peloponnesian War
ISBN: 9780192821911, Paperback
‘The greatest historian that ever lived’. Such was
Macaulay’s verdict on Thucydides (c. 460-400
BC) and his history of the Peloponnesian War,
the momentous struggle between Athens and
Sparta as rival powers and political systems
that lasted for twenty-seven years from 431
to 404BC, involved virtually the whole of the
Greek world, and ended in the fall of Athens.

Nigel Spivey
Classical Civilisation: Greeks and
Romans in 10 Chapters
ISBN: 9781781855027, Paperback
A masterly account of how the cultures of
ancient Greece and Rome came into being, by
a prize-winning Cambridge classicist whose
writing is as accessible as it is scholarly.

David Stuttard
A History of Ancient Greece in
50 Lives
ISBN: 9780500252055, Hardback
In this original new approach to telling the
Greek story, David Stuttard weaves together
the lives of fifty movers and shakers of the
Greek world into a continuous, chronologically
organised narrative, from the early tyrant
rulers Peisistratus and Polycrates, through
the stirrings of democracy under Cleisthenes
to the rise of Macedon under Philip II and
Alexander the Great and the eventual decline
of the Greek world as Rome rose.

Barbara Graziosi
The Gods of Olympus: A History
ISBN: 9781846683220, Paperback
Elegant and entertaining, this is the history
of the most vibrant characters in classical
civilisation. With their vast appetites, great
beauty and warlike tendencies, it’s hard to
resist their pull on the imagination, even
though, in antiquity, the gods of Olympus
were just as often seen as cruel, over-sexed,
mad or just plain silly.

Michael Scott
Delphi: A History of the Center of
the Ancient World
ISBN: 9780691169842, Paperback
A unique window into the centre of the ancient
world – the oracle and sanctuary of the Greek
god Apollo at Delphi. Richly illustrated and
new in paperback.

Cathy Gere
Knossos
ISBN: 9780226289540, Paperback
In the spring of 1900, British archaeologist
Arthur Evans began to excavate the palace
of Knossos on Crete, bringing ancient Greek
legends to life just as a new century dawned
amid far-reaching questions about human
history, art and culture. This title relates the
story of Evans’ excavation and its long-term
effects on Western culture.

Leonard Cottrell
The Bull Of Minos
ISBN: 9781845119423, Paperback
This is the story of two of the most heroic, and
controversial, figures in archaeology: Heinrich
Schliemann, who discovered the remains of
Troy, and Arthur Evans who unearthed the
great city of King Minos at Knossos. Replete
with drama and adventure, The Bull of Minos
tells of the 3,000-year-old civilisations that
were brought back to life, of the extraordinary
men who toiled in their dusty ruins, and of the
magic and mystery of life in a world of gods
and warriors.

Jenny March
The Penguin Book of Classical Myths
ISBN: 9780141020778, Paperback
The myths of ancient Greece and Rome are
the most dramatic and unforgettable tales
of love, war, heroism and betrayal ever told.
Whether it’s Ikaros flying too close to the sun,
Prometheus stealing fire from the gods or
the tragedy of Oedipus, their characters have
inspired art, literature, plays and films, and
constellations named after them fill the night
sky. But how much do you really know about
them?

Stephen P. Kershaw
A Brief History of Atlantis: Plato’s
Ideal State
ISBN: 9781472136992, Paperback
The Atlantis story remains one of the most
haunting and enigmatic tales from antiquity,
and one that still resonates very deeply with
the modern imagination. But where did
Atlantis come from, what was it like, and where
did it go to? Atlantis was first introduced by
the Greek philosopher Plato in two dialogues
the Timaios and Kritias, written in the fourth
century BC. As he philosophises about the
origins of life, the Universe and humanity,
the great thinker puts forward a stunning
description of Atlantis, an island paradise with
an ideal society.

Richard M. Berthold
Rhodes in the Hellenistic Age
ISBN: 9780801475979, Paperback
The book gives a clear account of Rhodes
and its rise to a naval and commercial power
following the death of Alexander the Great.

Paul Sterry
Birds of the Mediterranean
ISBN: 9780713663495, Paperback
This photoguide covers all the species
occurring in the areas bordering the
Mediterranean. This area holds a rich variety
of habitat types and supports a range of highly
characteristic species.

Lawson Wood
Sea Fishes of the Mediterranean
Including Marine Invertebrates
ISBN: 9781472921789, Paperback
Sea Fishes of the Mediterranean reveals the
fascinating wealth of sea life found in this
diverse but little-documented region. This
compact and easy-to-use guide, illustrated
with many specially-commissioned colour
photographs taken in a number of unique
and exotic locations.

FICTION
Jose Carlos Somoza
The Athenian Murders
ISBN: 9780349116181, Paperback
In classical Athens, one of the pupils of Plato’s
Academy is found dead. Suspecting this wasn’t
an accident, his teacher asks Herakles, the
“Decipherer of Enigmas”, to investigate. A
second plot unfolds in parallel through the
footnotes of the translator of the text.

Rachel Cusk
Outline
ISBN: 9781784702441, Paperback
A woman arrives in Athens in the height
of summer to teach a writing course. Once
there, she becomes the audience to a chain
of narratives as the people she meets tell her
one after another the stories of their lives. The
storytellers talk of their loves and ambitions
and pains, their anxieties, their perceptions
and daily lives. In the stifling heat and noise of
the city the sequence of voices begins to weave
a complex human tapestry: the experience of
loss, the nature of family life, the difficulty of
intimacy, and the mystery of creativity itself.

Jennifer Barclay
Falling in Honey
ISBN: 9781849532716, Paperback
One heartbroken winter, Jennifer decides
to act on her dream of moving to a tiny
Greek island – because life is too short not to
reach out for what makes us happy. Funny,
romantic and full of surprising twists, Falling
in Honey is a story about relationships, tzatziki,
adventures, swimming, Greek dancing,
starfish, and a bumpy but beautiful journey
into Mediterranean sunshine.

Davis Bunn
The Patmos Deception
ISBN: 9780764211393, Paperback
Nick Hennessy, a young Texas journalist
yearning for his big break, finds himself
in Europe – his assignment, to investigate
the alarming disappearance of invaluable
Grecian antiquities.

Madeline Miller
The Song of Achilles
ISBN: 9781408821985, Paperback
A breathtakingly original rendering of the
Trojan War – a devastating love story, and a
tale of gods and kings, immortal fame and the
human heart.

Homer, Bernard Knox (introduction),
Bernard Knox (notes), Robert Fagles
(translator)
The Iliad
ISBN: 9780140275360, Paperback
One of the greatest epics in Western literature,
The Iliad recounts the story of the Trojan wars.
This timeless poem still vividly conveys the
horror and heroism of men and gods battling
amidst devastation and destruction, as it moves
to its tragic conclusion. In his introduction,
Bernard Knox observes that although the
violence of the Iliad is grim and relentless, it
coexists with both images of civilised life and a
poignant yearning for peace.

Leonard Cottrell
The Island
ISBN: 9780755309511, Paperback
This was not the start of a short trip to deliver
supplies. It was the beginning of a one-way
journey to start a new life. Life on a leper
colony. Life on Spinalonga. Fifty years later,
making a life-changing journey of her own,
Alexis Fielding feels the pull of the abandoned
island. A distant shadow off the coast of
Crete, she knows it holds the secrets to her
mother’s past, buried for so long but surely
not forgotten.

MAPS & GUIDES
Freytag & Berndt
Mediterranean Cruise Map
ISBN: 9783707912906

Insight Flexi Map
Athens
ISBN: 9783829767095

Eyewitness Travel Guide
Eyewitness Cruise Guide to Europe
ISBN: 9781409370222, Paperback
A multi-country guide to Europe’s most
spectacular cruising destinations. From Oslo
to Athens, it covers 70 ports of call. It also
features photos and illustrations, unique 3-D
models, and bird’s-eye-view maps of all the
major sites.

Marco Polo Pocket Guide with Map
Athens
ISBN: 9783829707077, Paperback

Blue Guide
Greece and the Aegean Islands
ISBN: 9781905131358, Paperback

Eyewitness Travel Guide
The Greek Islands
ISBN: 9780241273876, Paperback

Bradt Guide
Greece – The Peloponnese
ISBN: 9780241273876, Paperback

Marco Polo Pocket Guide with Map
Santorini
ISBN: 9783829707831, Paperback

Marco Polo Pocket Guide with Map
Crete
ISBN: 9783829707909, Paperback

Marco Polo Pocket Guide with Map
Rhodes
ISBN: 9783829707947, Paperback

