We have put together a selection of books
that we feel would provide the perfect
accompaniment to your voyage.
Available from all good book stores.

READING GUIDE
THE THREE RIVERS
London to Lisbon
NON-FICTION
Peter Ackroyd
Thames
ISBN: 9780099422556, Paperback
Peter Ackroyd has a genius for digging out the
most surprising and entertaining details, and
for writing about them in the most magisterial
prose. The result is a wonderfully readable
and captivating guide to this extraordinary
river and the towns and villages which line it.

Tom Quinn
London’s Strangest Tales:
Extraordinary but True Stories from
over a Thousand Years of London’s
History
ISBN: 9781910232880, Paperback
London’s Strangest Tales takes a walk on
London’s weirder side with an absorbing
collection of curious tales from one of the
world’s greatest cities. This fascinating book is
packed with amazing things you didn’t know
about Britain’s capital, like the fact that it’s still
forbidden to run, carry an umbrella or whistle
in the Burlington Arcade, and the fat lamppost
at the corner of Trafalgar Square that is
secretly a tiny prison cell. And did you know
that the entrance to Buckingham Palace you
see from the Mall is actually the back door and
not the front? The stories within these pages
are bizarre, fascinating, hilarious and, most
importantly, true.

Christopher Winn
Walk Through History: Discover
Victorian London
ISBN: 9781785036897, Hardback
This book takes the reader on a series of
stimulating original walks through different
areas of central London, focusing on one
particular period of history, the Victorian, so
ubiquitous that we take it for granted, and
yet so astonishing and so far reaching in its
variety, imagination, ambition and detail.

Stephen Clarke
Paris Revealed

Graham Robb
The Discovery of France

ISBN: 9780552776967, Paperback
Stephen Clarke goes behind the scenes to
reveal everything Parisians know about their
city – but don’t want to tell you.

ISBN: 9781509803484, Paperback
The Discovery of France, illuminating, engrossing
and full of surprises, is the result of Robb’s
14,000 mile journey across France on a bicycle.
Winner of both the Duff Cooper and the
Royal Society of Literature Ondaatje prizes,
The Discovery of France is a modern non-fiction
classic, a literary exploration of a remarkable
nation.

Julian Green
Paris
ISBN: 9780141194653, Paperback
Julian Green was born to American parents
in Paris in 1900, and spent most of his life in
the French capital. Paris is an extraordinary,
lyrical love letter to the city, taking the reader
on an imaginative journey around its secret
stairways, courtyards, alleys and hidden places.

Graham Robb
Parisians: An Adventure History
of Paris
ISBN: 9780330452458, Paperback
No one knows a city like the people who live
there – so who better to relate the history of
Paris than its inhabitants through the ages?
Taking us from 1750 to the new millennium,
Graham Robb’s Parisians is at once a book to
read from cover to cover, to lose yourself in,
to dip in and out of at leisure, and a book to
return to again and again – rather like the city
itself, in fact.

Ernest Hemingway
A Moveable Feast
ISBN: 9780099285045, Paperback
Hemingway’s memories of his life as an
unknown writer living in Paris in the twenties
are deeply personal, warmly affectionate
and full of wit. Looking back not only at his
own much younger self, but also at the other
writers who shared Paris with him – James
Joyce, Wyndham Lewis, Scott and Zelda
Fitzgerald – he recalls the time when, poor,
happy and writing in cafes, he discovered
his vocation.

John Julius Norwich
France: A History: from Gaule to de
Gaulle
ISBN: 9781473663831, Hardback
From frowning Roman generals and
belligerent Gallic chieftains, to Charlemagne
(hated by generations of French children
taught that he invented schools) through
Marie Antoinette and the storming of the
Bastille to Vichy, the Resistance and beyond,
this book is packed with heroes and villains,
adventures and battles, romance and
revolution. Full of memorable stories and racy
anecdotes, this is the perfect introduction to
the country that has inspired the rest of the
world to live, dress, eat and love better.

Jonathan Fenby
The History of Modern France: From
Revolution to the War with Terror
ISBN: 9781471129308, Paperback
With the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at
the Battle of Waterloo in June 1815, the
next two centuries for France would be
tumultuous. Bestselling historian and political
commentator Jonathan Fenby provides an
expert and riveting journey through this
period as he recounts and analyses the
extraordinary sequence of events of this
period from the end of the First Revolution
through two others, a return of Empire, three
catastrophic wars with Germany, periods of
stability and hope interspersed with years of
uncertainty and high tensions.

Cecil Jenkins
A Brief History of France
ISBN: 9781472139511, Paperback
When we think of France, we tend think of
fine food and wine, the elegant boulevards of
Paris, or the chic beaches of St Tropez. Yet,
as the largest country in Europe, France is
home to extraordinary diversity. The idea of
‘Frenchness’ emerged through 2,000 years of
history and it is this riveting story, that Cecil
Jenkins tells: of the forging of this great nation
through its significant people and events and
its fascinating culture.

Ian Davidson
The French Revolution
ISBN: 9781846685415, Paperback
The fall of the Bastille on July 14, 1789 has
become the commemorative symbol of the
French Revolution. But this violent and
random act was unrepresentative of the real
work of the early revolution, which was taking
place ten miles west of Paris, in Versailles.
There, the nobles, clergy and commoners
of France had just declared themselves
a republic, toppling a rotten system of
aristocratic privilege and altering the course
of history forever.

Edmund White
The Flaneur
ISBN: 9781632863775, Hardback
A flaneur is a stroller, a loiterer, someone
who ambles through a city without apparent
purpose but is secretly attuned to the history
of the place and in covert search of adventure,
esthetic or erotic. Edmund White, who lived
in Paris for sixteen years, wanders through
the streets and avenues and along the quays,
taking us into parts of Paris virtually unknown
to visitors and indeed to many Parisians.

Nancy Mitford
The Sun King
ISBN: 9780099528883, Paperback
During his reign, Louis XIV was the most
powerful king in Europe. He presided over a
golden age of military and artistic achievement
in France, and deployed his charm and
talents for spin and intrigue to hold his court
and country within his absolute control. The
Sun King’s universe centred on Versailles, a
glittering palace from where Louis conducted
his government and complex love affairs.

Piu Marie Eatwell
They Eat Horses Don’t They?
ISBN: 9781781854464, Paperback
An entertaining and informative journey
exploring the many popular myths and
misconceptions about the French.

Marc Millon
Wine: A Global History
ISBN: 9781780231112, Hardback
Crisp and concise, with a hint of cherry and
a soupçon of citrus, Wine provides the perfect
introduction for wine novices seeking to
impress at their first tasting while offering
an engaging chronicle for experts looking to
learn more about this most mysterious and
magical of beverages.

Hugh Johnson
Hugh Johnson’s Pocket Wine
Book 2018
ISBN: 9781784722937, Hardback
Hugh Johnson provides clear succinct facts
and commentary on the wines, growers and
wine regions of the whole world. He reveals
which vintages to buy, which to drink and
which to cellar, which growers to look for and
why. Hugh Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book gives
clear information on grape varieties, local
specialities and how to match food with wines
that will bring out the best in both.

Caro Feely
Grape Expectations: A Family’s
Vineyard Adventure in France
ISBN: 9781849532570, Paperback
When Caro and Sean find the perfect
10-hectare vineyard in Saussignac, it seems
like their dreams of becoming winemakers in
the south of France are about to come true.
But they arrive in France with their young
family (a toddler and a newborn) to be faced
with a dilapidated 18th-century farmhouse
and an enterprise that may never, ever make
them a living.

Ina Caro
The Road from the Past
ISBN: 9780156003636, Paperback
Caro takes us on an unforgettable driving
tour of France, from Provence to the Loire
Valley to Paris. With Caro as an epicurean,
knowledgeable, and delightfully opinionated
guide, we can always be sure to find the most
breathtaking vistas, the most extraordinary
châteaux, the most inspiring cathedrals, and
the very best meals.

Karen Wheeler
Sweet Encore: A Road Trip from
Paris to Portugal (via Northern
Spain)
ISBN: 9780957106628, Paperback
Karen Wheeler quit her fast-paced life as a
fashion editor, for a slow (and supposedly)
more peaceful life in rural France. Her latest
memoir features more tales from the French
countryside, and takes the reader on a wild
and comic 3000-kilometre road trip around
Spain and Portugal.

Mark Kurlansky
The Basque History of the World
ISBN: 9780099284130, Paperback
Mark Kurlansky, the author of the acclaimed
Cod, blends human stories with economic,
political, literary and culinary history to paint
a fascinating picture of an intriguing people.

Tony Kevin
Walking the Camino: A Modern
Pilgrimage to Santiago
ISBN: 9781921372339, Paperback
In May 2006, armed only with a small
rucksack and a staff, Tony Kevin, an
overweight, sedentary, 63-year-old former
diplomat, set off on an eight-week trek across
Spain. But this was not just a very long
walk – it was a pilgrimage. From Granada,
in the southeast, to Santiago de Compostela,

in the far northwest, Tony followed the Via
Mozarabe and the Via de la Plata, two of
the many pilgrim trails that crisscross Spain
and Portugal and that all lead to a single
destination; the cathedral city of Santiago de
Compostela.

Rene Freund
The Road to Santiago: Walking the
Way of St James
ISBN: 9781909961227, Paperback
Each year, over 200,000 people make a
pilgrimage to the Cathedral of Santiago
de Compostela in Spain. Often called the
Way of St James, this journey has been an
important Christian tradition for centuries.
The Road to Santiago is one man’s incredible
story of walking almost a thousand miles to
experience it.

Dr Richard Taylor
How to Read a Church
ISBN: 9781846040733, Paperback
Churches and cathedrals are visited by
millions of tourists as well as worshippers
each year. But many people do not realise
that church buildings are packed with images,
symbols and meanings that often need
explanation. This handy guide will unlock all
the treasures they contain.

Roger Crowley
Conquerers: How Portugal Forged
the First Global Empire
ISBN: 9780571290901, Paperback
As remarkable as Columbus and the
conquistador expeditions, the history of
Portuguese exploration is now almost
forgotten. This title tells an epic tale of
navigation, trade and technology, money
and religious zealotry, political diplomacy
and espionage, sea battles and shipwrecks,
endurance, courage and terrifying brutality.

Barry Hatton
The Portuguese: A Modern History
ISBN: 9781904955771, Paperback
A veteran journalist and commentator on
Portugal, the author paints an intimate
portrait of a fascinating and at times
contradictory country and its people.

Richard Mayson
Port and the Douro
ISBN: 9781999619374, Hardback
Authoritative and entertaining, the revised
and updated fourth edition of Richard
Mayson’s Port and the Douro offers unparalleled
insight into the world of port and Douro
wines. From the history of the wine trade in
Portugal to the present day, this book is rich in
information, offering readers the inside story
of these magnificent wines, including a great
deal of new material on the cultivation of the
Douro’s vineyards.

Barry Hatton
Queen of the Sea: A History of Lisbon
ISBN: 9781849049979, Paperback
Lisbon’s charm is legendary, but its vibrant
2,000-year history is not widely known, from its
Roman legacy to its centuries under Moorish
rule. Barry’s vivid account of Lisbon’s colourful
past and present, brings to life the 1147 siege
during the Iberian reconquista, the assassination
of the king, the founding of a republic and the
darkness of a modern dictatorship.

Collins Bird Guide to the Birds of
Britain and Europe
ISBN: 9780007268146, Paperback
Comprehensive bird watching guide.

Concise Coastal Bird Guide
ISBN: 9781472921796, Paperback
Simple pocket reference of key species.

Trevor Rowley

(Lecturing on Board)

The Normans

ISBN: 9780752452043, Paperback
Accessible history of the Normans – the only
people to ever invade the British Isles.

Trevor Rowley

(Lecturing on Board)

An Archaeological Study of the
Bayeux Tapestry: The Landscapes,
Buildings and Places
ISBN: 9781781593806, Hardback
An Archaeological Study of the Bayeux
Tapestry provides a unique re-examination
of this famous piece of work through the
historical geography and archaeology of the
tapestry. Trevor Rowley is the first author
to have analysed the tapestry through the
landscapes, buildings and structures shown,
such as towns and castles, while comparing
them to the landscapes, buildings, ruins
and earthworks which can be seen today. By
comparing illustrated extracts from the tapestry
to historical and contemporary illustrations,
maps and reconstructions, Rowley is able to
provide the reader with a unique visual setting
against which they are able to place the events
on the tapestry.

Trevor Rowley

(Lecturing on Board)

The Man Behind the Bayeux
Tapestry: Odo, William the
Conqueror’s Half-Brother
ISBN: 9780752460253, Paperback
Odo of Conteville, the younger half-brother
of William the Conqueror, was ordained
Bishop of Bayeux while still in his teens. A
larger than life character, he is best known
for commissioning the Bayeaux Tapestry,
in which he makes a dashing appearance at
the height of the Battle of Hastings. He also
played a pivotal role in the planning and
implementation of the Conquest of England,
after which, as Earl of Kent, he was second
only to William in wealth and power. Trevor
Rowley’s book is the first full-length biography
of Odo, which also seeks to redress this balance
and to make Bishop Odo’s extraordinary life
story known.

FICTION
Various authors – translated by Helen
Constantine
French Tales
ISBN: 9780199217489, Paperback
French Tales is a collection of twenty-two
translated stories associated with the twentytwo regions of France. The book, which
includes both well-known and little-known
writers, affords readers a panoramic view of
French society and culture, reflecting, as it
does, its variety and diversity from Brittany
to Corsica.

Michel Deon
The Foundling Boy
ISBN: 9781908313560, Paperback
It is 1919. On a summer’s night in Normandy,
a newborn baby is left in a basket outside
the home of Albert and Jeanne Arnaud. The
childless couple take the foundling in, name
him Jean, and decide to raise him as their
own, though his parentage remains a mystery.
Though Jean’s life is never dull, he grows up
knowing little of what lies beyond his local
area. Until the day he sets off on his bicycle to
discover the world, and encounters a Europe
on the threshold of interesting times.

Guy de Maupassant
A Parisian Affair and Other Stories
ISBN: 9780140448122, Paperback
Set in the Paris of society women, prostitutes
and small-minded bourgeousie, and the
isolated villages of rural Normandy that de
Maupassant knew as a child, the thirty-three
tales in this volume are among the most
darkly humorous and brilliant short stories in
nineteenth-century literature.

Various authors – translated by Helen
Constantine
Paris Tales
ISBN: 9780192805744, Paperback
Paris Tales is a highly evocative collection of
stories by French and Francophone writers
who have been inspired by specific locations in
this most visited of capital cities. The twentytwo stories – by well-known writers including
Nerval, Maupassant, Colette and Echenoz
– provide a captivating glimpse into Parisian
life from the mid-nineteenth century to the
present day.

Choderlos de Laclos
Les Liaisons Dangereuses
ISBN: 9780199536481, Paperback
The complex moral ambiguities of seduction
and revenge make Les Liaisons Dangereuses
(1782) one of the most scandalous and
controversial novels in European literature.

Antoine Laurain
The Red Notebook
ISBN: 9781908313867, Paperback
Bookseller Laurent Letellier comes across
an abandoned handbag on a Parisian street,
and feels impelled to return it to its owner.
The bag contains no money, phone or contact
information. But a small red notebook with

handwritten thoughts and jottings reveals a
person that Laurent would very much like to
meet. Without even a name to go on, and only
a few of her possessions to help him, how is he
to find one woman in a city of millions.

Antoine Laurain
The Portrait
ISBN: 9781910477434, Paperback
Avid antiques collector Pierre-François
Chaumont unearths the find of a lifetime at
a Paris auction house: an eighteenth-century
portrait of a gentleman who looks just like
him. Researching into the painting’s history,
he has the chance to abandon his tedious
existence and walk into a brand new life.

Ernest Hemingway
Fiesta: The Sun Also Rises
ISBN: 9780099908500, Paperback
Paris in the twenties: Pernod, parties and
expatriate Americans, loose-living on money
from home. Jake is wildly in love with Brett
Ashley, aristocratic and irresistibly beautiful,
but with an abandoned, sensuous nature that
she cannot change.When the couple drifts
to Spain to the dazzle of the fiesta and the
heady atmosphere of the bullfight, their affair
is strained by new passions, new jealousies,
and Jake must finally learn that he will never
possess the woman he loves.

Jose Saramago
Baltasar and Blimunda
ISBN: 9781860469015, Paperback
In early 18th-century Lisbon, Baltasar, a
soldier who has lost his left hand in battle,
falls in love with Blimunda, a young girl
with visionary powers. From the day that he
follows her home from the auto-da-fe where
her mother is burned at the stake, the two
are bound body and soul by love of an
unassailable strength.

Pascal Mercier
Night Train to Lisbon
ISBN: 9781843547136, Paperback
Night Train to Lisbon follows Raimund
Gregorius, a 57-year-old Classics scholar,
on a journey that takes him across Europe.
Abandoning his job and his life and travelling
with a dusty old book as his talisman, he heads
for Lisbon in search of clues to the life of the
book’s Portuguese author, Amadeu de Prado.
As he gets swept up in his quest, he finds that
the journey is also one of self-discovery, as he
reencounters all the decisions he has made –
and not made – in his life, and faces the roads
not travelled.

Yann Martel
The High Mountains of Portugal
ISBN: 9781782114741, Paperback
A man thrown backwards by heartbreak goes
in search of an artefact that could unsettle
history. A woman carries her husband to a
doctor in a suitcase. A Canadian senator begins
a new life, in a new country, in the company
of a chimp called Odo. From these stories of
journeying, of loss and faith, Yann Martel
makes a novel unlike any other: moving,
profound and magical.

Antonio Tabucchi
Pereira Maintains
ISBN: 9781782116318, Paperback
In the sweltering summer of 1938, with
Lisbon in the grip of Portugal’s fascist
dictatorship, out of nowhere a young man
arrives on an elderly widower’s doorstep.
Lonely and overweight, Dr Pereira lives
a quiet, monotonous existence. But when
the charismatic Monteiro Rossi bursts into
his life, everything changes. Seeing in him
the son he never had, Pereira strikes up an
unlikely alliance that will result in his political
awakening and a devastating act of rebellion.
This is his testimony.

MAPS & GUIDES
Eyewitness Travel Guide
Great Britain
ISBN: 9780241204559, Paperback

Marco Polo Guide with Map
London
ISBN: 9783829706681, Paperback

Blue Guide
Museums & Galleries of London
ISBN: 9781905131006, Paperback

Eyewitness Cruise Guide to Europe
ISBN: 9781409370222, Paperback
A multi-country guide to Europe’s most
spectacular cruising destinations. From Oslo
to Athens, it covers 70 ports of call. It also
features photos and illustrations, unique 3-D
models, and bird’s-eye-view maps of all the
major sites.

Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness
Paris 2019
ISBN: 9780241311851, Paperback

Secret Paris

ISBN: 9782361951115, Paperback
A tour of the more unusual sights of Paris.

Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness
France
ISBN: 9780241207178, Paperback

Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness
Dordogne, Bordeaux & The South
West Coast
ISBN: 9780241209295, Paperback

Footprint Handbook
Northern Spain
ISBN: 9781911082101, Paperback

Marco Polo Guide with Map
Portugal
ISBN: 9783829706865, Paperback

Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness
Lisbon
ISBN: 9780241253977, Paperback

Secret Lisbon

ISBN: 9782361951382, Paperback
A tour of the more unusual sights of Lisbon.

