We have put together a selection of books
that we feel would provide the perfect
accompaniment to your voyage.
Available from all good book stores.

READING GUIDE
RENAISSANCE ITALY & HISTORIC ISLANDS
Rome to Seville
NON-FICTION
Colin McEvedy
New Penguin Atlas of Ancient
History
ISBN: 9780140513486, Paperback
In a chronological series of maps and
accompanying text it traces the movements of
races in Europe, the Mediterranean area and
the Near East from 50,000BC to the fourth
century AD.

David S H Abulafia
The Great Sea
ISBN: 9780141977164, Paperback
For over three thousand years, the
Mediterranean Sea has been one of the great
centres of civilisation. David Abulafia’s The
Great Sea is the first complete history of the
Mediterranean, from the erection of temples
on Malta around 3500BC to modern tourism.

Mary Beard
SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome
ISBN: 9781846683817, Paperback
SPQR is a new look at Roman history from
one of the world’s foremost classicists. It
explores not only how Rome grew from an
insignificant village in central Italy to a power
that controlled territory from Spain to Syria,
but also how the Romans thought about
themselves and their achievements, and why
they are still important to us.

Robert Hughes
Rome
ISBN: 9780753823057, Paperback
The founding of Rome is shrouded in legend,
but current archaeological evidence supports
the theory that Rome grew from pastoral
settlements and coalesced into a city in the 8th
century BC. This book tells the story of the
Eternal City, from its earliest days right up to
the present.

Marcus Sidonius Falx with Jerry Toner
How to Manage Your Slaves
ISBN: 9781781252529, Paperback
At last, a clear manual for managing slaves
the Roman way. In How to Manage Your Slaves,
Marcus Sidonius Falx offers practical advice,
showing where and how to buy slaves and how
to get the best out of them. He explains how to
tell good slaves from bad, offers guidance on
the punishment of miscreants, and reveals the
secrets of command and authority.

Elizabeth Bowen
A Time in Rome
ISBN: 9780099284956, Paperback
Elizabeth Bowen’s account of a time spent
in Rome is no ordinary guidebook but an
evocation of a city − its history, its architecture
and, above all, its atmosphere. She describes
the famous classical sites, conjuring from the
ruins visions of former inhabitants and their
often bloody activities and speculates about the
immense noise of ancient Rome, the problems
caused by the Romans’ dining posture, and
the Roman temperament.

Brigitte Hintzen-Bohlen
Rome: Art & Architecture
ISBN: 9783848003204, Paperback
Even into the twentieth century, artists from
every corner of the globe were magically
drawn to Rome, which served as their model
and inspiration. This is a guide, in which the
magnificent panorama of the Eternal City
unfolds before the readers’ eyes.

Christopher Hibbert
The Borgias
ISBN: 9781849019941, Paperback
The name Borgia is synonymous with the
corruption, nepotism and greed that were rife
in Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious
Rodrigo Borgia, better known to history as
Pope Alexander VI, was the central figure of
the dynasty. This title presents a portrait of the
Borgia family.

Christopher Hibbert
The Rise and Fall of the House
of Medici
ISBN: 9780140050905, Paperback
At its height, Renaissance Florence was
a centre of enormous wealth, power and
influence. A republican city-state funded by
trade and banking, its often bloody political
scene was dominated by rich mercantile
families, the most famous of which were
the Medicis. This enthralling book charts
the family’s huge influence on the political,
economic and cultural history of Florence.

Edward Chaney
Florence: A Traveller’s Reader
ISBN: 9781472141293, Paperback
The rich and glorious past of one of the
best loved cities in the world, Florence, is
brought vividly to life for today’s visitor in
this collection which draws on letters, diaries
and memoirs of travellers to Florence and the
Florentines themselves.

Ted Jones
Florence and Tuscany: A Literary
Guide for Travellers
ISBN: 9781848858367, Hardback
Ted Jones explores the literary lives of
Florence and Tuscany. He takes the reader
on a journey retracing the footsteps of writers
who have lived, or been inspired by the history
and landscape of Tuscany.

Diana Athill
A Florence Diary
ISBN: 9781783783168, Hardback
In August 1947, Diana Athill travelled to
Florence by the Golden Arrow train for a
two-week holiday with her good friend Pen.
In this playful diary of that trip, Athill
recorded her observations and adventures
– eating with (and paid for by) the hopeful
men they meet on their travels, admiring
architectural sights, sampling delicious
pastries, eking out their budget and getting
into scrapes.

Georgio Vasari
Lives of the Artists

Peter Kerr
Snowball Oranges

ISBN: 9780199537198, Paperback
Packed with facts, attributions, and
entertaining anecdotes about his
contemporaries, Vasari’s collection of
biographical accounts also presents a highly
influential theory of the development of
Renaissance art. Beginning with Cimabue
and Giotto, who represent the infancy of
art, Vasari considers the period of youthful
vigour, shaped by Donatello, Brunelleschi,
Ghiberti and Masaccio, before discussing the
mature period of perfection, dominated by
the titanic figures of Leonardo, Raphael and
Michelangelo.

ISBN: 9781786850423, Paperback
When the Kerr family leave Scotland to grow
oranges in a secluded valley on the island
of Majorca, they are surprised to be greeted
by the same freezing weather they have left
behind. Then they realise that their new
orange farm is a bit of a lemon. Laughter,
finds Peter Kerr, is the best medicine when
faced with a local dish of rats and the livechicken-down-a-chimney technique of
household maintenance. But their Majorcan
neighbours help them adapt to their new life.

Matthew Fort
Summer in the Islands: An Italian
Odyssey
ISBN: 9781783523320, Hardback
The celebrated food and travel writer takes us
through the culinary and cultural history of
the 52 Italian islands – from Capri to Elba and
Pianosa.

Mark Braude
The Invisible Emporer: Napoleon on
Elba
ISBN: 9781781258026, Hardback
Few historical figures are as well-known as
Napoleon Bonaparte, and yet the Emperor’s
ten-month exile on the small island of Elba is
virtually unexplored. Now, for the first time,
we have a window into this critical moment
when the most powerful man on earth turns
defeat into one final challenge.

Andrew Roberts
Napoleon the Great
ISBN: 9780141032016, Paperback
It has become all too common for Napoleon
Bonaparte’s biographers to approach him
as a figure to be reviled, bent on world
domination, practically a proto-Hitler. Here,
after years of study extending even to visits
paid to St Helena and 53 of Napoleon’s 56
battlefields, Andrew Roberts has created
a true portrait of the mind, the life, the
military, and above all the political genius
of a fundamentally constructive ruler.

Dorothy Carrington
Granite Island
ISBN: 9780141442273, Paperback
“Get away from here before you’re completely
bewitched and enslaved,” Dorothy Carrington
was told, while sitting in a fisherman’s cafe at
the magically quiet midday hour. But enslaved
she was. Granite Island grew out of years spent
in Corsica and is a vivid portrait of the island.

W.G. Sebald
Campo Santo
ISBN: 9780141017860, Paperback
A collection of essays which provide insight
into the themes that came to dominate his life.
It also includes four pieces that pay tribute to
Corsica, weaving elegiacally between past and
present.

Steven Nightingale
Granada
ISBN: 9781857886313, Paperback
**TRAVEL BOOK OF THE YEAR:
INDEPENDENT AND TELEGRAPH**
Literary and sensual, Steven Nightingale
produces a portrait of Granada and the
cyclical nature of darkness and light in the
history of Andalucia.

Gerald Brenan
South from Granada
ISBN: 9780141189321, Paperback
Between 1920 and 1934, the author lived in
the remote Spanish village of Yegen. This book
depicts his time there, evoking the essence
of his rural surroundings and the Spanish
way of life before the Civil War. It portrays
the landscapes, festivals and folklore of the
Sierra Nevada, the rivalries, village customs,
superstitions and characters.

Olivier Widmaier Picasso
Picasso: An Intimate Portrait
ISBN: 9781849765893, Hardback
This new biography paints a riveting portrait
of Pablo Picasso, examining both his strengths
and shortcomings as husband, lover and
father. Olivier Widmaier Picasso’s unique
insight into the life of one of the twentieth
century’s most influential artists, details not
only Picasso’s hopes, fears and regrets, but also
his certainties and commitments, his unique
audacity, his happiness and his conflicts.

Robert Irwin
The Alhambra
ISBN: 9781861974877, Paperback
The Alhambra, the ‘red fort’ on its rocky hill
above Granada, with its fountained courts
and gardens, and intricate decoration, has
long been a byword for exotic and melancholy
beauty. This book examines its history.

Karen Armstrong
Islam: A Short History
ISBN: 9781842125830, Paperback
One of the world’s foremost commentators on
religious affairs on the history (and destiny) of
the world’s most misunderstood religion.

Brigitte Hintzen-Bohlen
Andalusia: Art and Architecture
ISBN: 9783848003266, Paperback
Seville, Cordoba, Cadiz or Malaga − Andalusia,
at the crossroads of Europe and Africa, has
figured prominently in the history of Europe
and the Mediterranean. Many cultural

phenomena that are seen internationally as
distinctively Spanish are largely Andalusian in
origin. This guide shows you all the hidden
artistic and architectural gems of Andalusia.

John Gill
Andalucía: A Cultural History
ISBN: 9781904955443, Paperback
A garden at the foot of Europe and a
crossroads between Spain, Africa and the New
World, Andalucia has been a cultural customs
house on the border of the Mediterranean
and Atlantic civilisations for more than ten
thousand years. This book covers the whole
history of the region.

Norman Lewis
The Tomb in Seville
ISBN: 9781780600086, Paperback
In 1934, Norman Lewis and his brother-in-law
Eugene Corvaja travelled across the breadth
of Spain on what turned out to be the eve of
the murderous civil war. Commissioned by
his Sicilian father-in-law to locate the tomb of
the last Spanish Corvaja in the cathedral of
Seville, Lewis and his companion are quickly
caught in the crossfire of a fractious country,
sometimes literally. Lewis makes light of this
and instead glories in the beauty of nature and
the common humanity of the Spaniards he
meets on the way.

Paul Sterry
Birds of the Mediterranean
ISBN: 9780713663495, Paperback
This photoguide covers all the species
occurring in the areas bordering the
Mediterranean. This area holds a rich variety
of habitat types and supports a range of highly
characteristic species.

FICTION
Edited by Helen Constantine
Rome Tales
ISBN: 9780199572465, Paperback
In ways no guide book can achieve, these
twenty absorbing tales by Italian authors
including Boccaccio, Giacomo Casanova,
and Pier-Paolo Pasolini offer the delight of
exploring one of the world’s most unique
cities thorough a wide variety of individual
lives and epochs.

Robert Harris
Conclave
ISBN: 9781784751838, Paperback
A new psychological and political thriller
from the award-winning author of An Officer
& A Spy, this provides a tense and insider
analysis of the world’s most secretive election:
Conclave. “...A triumphant addition to Harris’
acclaimed output.” (David Grylls, Sunday Times).

Irving Stone
The Agony and the Ecstasy
ISBN: 9780099416272, Paperback
Michelangelo Buonarotti lived in the time
of the turbulent Renaissance, the years
of poisoning princes, warring popes, the
powerful Medici family, and the fanatic monk
Savonarola. Working with a God-driven fury
he created “David”, painted the Sistine ceiling,
and was the architect of the dome of St Peter’s.

Emylia Hall
The Thousand Lights Hotel
ISBN: 9781472212023, Paperback
When Kit loses her mother in tragic
circumstances, she feels drawn to finally
connect with the father she has never met.
That search brings her to the Thousand Lights
Hotel, the perfect holiday escape perched
upon a cliff on the island of Elba. Within this
idyllic setting, a devastating truth is brought
to light, shaking the foundations upon which
the hotel is built, and shattering the lives of the
people within it.

Robert Wilson
The Blind Man of Seville
ISBN: 9780007322145, Paperback
The first crime novel in Robert Wilson’s Seville
series, featuring the tortured detective Javier
Falcon. A man is bound, gagged and dead
in front of his television. The terrible selfinflicted wounds tell of his violent struggle to
avoid some unseen horror. It’s Easter week
in Seville, a time of passion and processions.
But detective Javier Falcon is not celebrating.
Appalled by the victim’s staring eyes he
is inexorably drawn into this disturbing,
mystifying case.

Lottie Moggach
Under the Sun
ISBN: 9781509815531, Paperback
An unforgettable novel about heartbreak,
identity, migration and finding a place to call
home. Anna gave up everything she had in
London – her flat, her job, her friends – to
run away to Spain and live the dream with the
handsome, complicated artist she had fallen in
love with. They were building a life together,
renovating a beautiful finca in the mountains
– but then Michael left, with little more than
a note to say goodbye, and Anna’s future
crashed around her ears.

MAPS & GUIDES
Freytag and Berndt
Mediterranean Cruise Map
ISBN: 9783707912906

Eyewitness Cruise Guide to Europe
ISBN: 9781409370222, Paperback
A multi-country guide to Europe’s most
spectacular cruising destinations. From Oslo
to Athens, it covers 70 ports of call. It also
features photos and illustrations, unique 3-D
models, and bird’s-eye-view maps of all the
major sites.

Blue Guide Concise
Rome
ISBN: 9781905131303, Paperback

Marco Polo Pocket Guide
Florence
ISBN: 9783829706612, Paperback

Dorling Kindersley Travel Guide
Corsica
ISBN: 9780241208472, Paperback

Footprint Handbook
Northern Spain
ISBN: 9781911082101, Paperback

Eyewitness Travel Guide
Seville & Andalusia
ISBN: 9780241306017, Paperback

