
Here is a brief selection of 
favorite, new and hard-to-find 
books, prepared for your journey. 
For your convenience, you may 
call (800) 342-2164 to order these 
books directly from Longitude, 
a specialty mail-order book service. 

To order online, and to get 
the latest, most comprehensive 
selection of books for your 
voyage, go directly to 
reading.longitudebooks.com/V523219

See next pages for more reading
recommendations.

ESSENTIAL READING

Item EXMED629. Buy these 5 items as 
a set for $85 including shipping, 15% 
off the retail price. With free shipping 
on anything else you order.

John Julius Norwich
The Middle Sea
2007, PAPER, 720 PAGES, $21.00
A marvelous writer who has already
tackled Byzantium, the Normans in
Sicily and Venice, Norwich spins his
magic in this story of culture, trade 
and politics, royalty and rulers, wars 
and religion in the Mediterranean. 
(Item MED98)

MFK Fisher
Two Towns in Provence
1983, PAPER, 208 PAGES, $16.95
Celebrated food writer MFK Fisher 
contrasts village life in Aix-en-Provence
with bustling Marseilles, evoking both
with anecdote and loving description.
(Item FRN27) 

Ada Gabucci (Editor)
Ancient Rome: Art, Architecture,
and History
2002, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $19.95
This lively, illustrated survey of Ancient
Rome's monuments, history and art is 
a terrific introduction. (Item ITL419)

Anne Vipond
Mediterranean by Cruise Ship
2008, PAPER, 368 PAGES, $21.95
The best-selling, compact guide, featuring
excellent local maps, hundreds of color
photographs, concise background 
information and recommended 
excursions for ports-of-call throughout
the Mediterranean. (Item MED34)

Ocean Explorer Maps
Mediterranean Explorer
2006, MAP, $11.95
A full color map of the Mediterranean
from Gibraltar to the Black Sea, featuring
historical information on ancient sites
and historic ports. (Item MED89)
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Citypack
Fodor's Venice's 25 Best
2009, PAPER, 128 PAGES, $11.99
This shirt-pocket guide includes an 
excellent map of the city center and 
essential information. (Item ITL106)

Roger Williams
Eyewitness Guide Provence 
& the Cote D'Azur
2010, PAPER, 272 PAGES, $23.00
This is an illustrated, colorful guide 
to the art and architecture, literature, 
history and attractions of Provence. With
photographs and site plans, maps and
sections on the Riviera, the Var, Bouches-
du-Rhones, Vaucluse and the Alpes-de-
Haute-Provence. (Item FRN18)

A. Richard Turner
Renaissance Florence, 
The Invention of a New Art
2005, PAPER, 176 PAGES, $40.80
A cultural and social history of the city 
focusing on the great art and famous
monuments, featuring vivid color 
illustrations. (Item ITL50)

Lawrence Durrell
Prospero's Cell
2008, PAPER, 150 PAGES, $12.00
This classic tribute to Corfu, its long 
history, myths and resilient people, is
drawn from the young Durrell's idyllic
time as a newlywed on the island in 
the years before WWII. (Item GRE48)

Tiziano Scarpa
Venice is a Fish
2009, PAPER, 160 PAGES, $12.00
The hugely popular Venetian novelist,
poet and playwright makes his English-
language debut with these marvelously 
digressive essays on the many moods 
and pleasures of La Serenissima. 
(Item ITL964)

Mark Mazower
The Balkans, A Short History
2002, PAPER, 188 PAGES, $13.95
A brief, provocative survey of the 
complex and often contentious history 
of the Balkans. With eloquence and 
insight, Mazower addresses the issues 
of geography, nationalism and modern
nation-building in the region. (Item BLK28)

Michael Grant
The Ancient Mediterranean
1990, PAPER, 374 PAGES, $20.00
Grant explores the realms of archaeology,
geography, art and economics to sketch
this classic portrait of the ancient world,
from prehistory through the Roman 
Imperium, and the influence on 
western civilization. (Item MED10)

Fausto Longo, Lorena Jannelli, 
Luca Cerchiai
The Greek Cities of Magna 
Graecia and Sicily
2004, HARD COVER, 288 PAGES, $45.00
An engaging history of the Western 
Greek colonies in Sicily and southern
Italy in the eight and seventh centuries
BC, featuring 240 magnificent color 
illustrations, maps and a site-by-site 
review of major archaeological sites. 
(Item ITL751)

Keith Hopkins, Mary Beard
The Colosseum
2011, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $14.95
This engaging overview of the history of
the Colosseum deconstructs Hollywood-
perpetrated misconceptions of gladiator-
eating lions, Nero fiddling and other
myths. (Item ITL654)

Jan Morris
The World of Venice
1995, PAPER, 315 PAGES, $18.95
Morris displays her talent for research,
anecdote and well-wrought prose in 
this spirited history of a beloved city.
(Item ITL12)

Robert D. Kaplan
Balkan Ghosts, A Journey
through History
2005, PAPER, 307 PAGES, $17.00
Kaplan interweaves the history, art and
culture of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Romania
and Greece with his travels in this 
portrait of the region. (Item BLK02)

D.H. Lawrence
Sea and Sardinia
1999, PAPER, 211 PAGES, $16.00
A marvelous account of a trip to 
Sardinia, evoking both the charms 
and travails of the then-remote island,
and the personality of the author. It's 
a pleasingly exaggerated, accessible 
portrait of life on the island, circa 1921.
(Item ITL349) 

Jan Morris
The Venetian Empire, 
A Sea Voyage
1990, PAPER, 200 PAGES, $24.95
Morris reconstructs the whole of the 
glittering dominion of the Venetian 
Republic in this evocative account of 
a journey by sea along historic trade
routes to the Adriatic and beyond. 
(Item ITL70)

Roberto Alajmo
Palermo
2010, HARD COVER, 193 PAGES, $19.95
In this charming little book, Alajmo 
offers a wry, lyrical portrait of his 
native city, its people, charms and 
"big problems." (Item ITA212)

Donna Leon
Death at La Fenice
2004, PAPER, 270 PAGES, $13.99
The first of the tremendously good
Guido Brunetti mysteries, all set in 
the author's beloved Venice, in which 
a famous conductor is found dead at 
the celebrated theater of the title. 
(Item ITL555)

Barry Unsworth
The Ruby in Her Navel, 
A Novel of Love and Intrigue 
in the 12th Century
2007, PAPER, 416 PAGES, $14.95
Unsworth transports the reader to the
12th century in this richly imagined
novel of love and intrigue set in Norman
Sicily, where Christian knights, Anatolian
belly dancers, Jews and Arabs mix and
mingle. (Item ITL760)

Ivo Andric, Lovette F. Edwards 
(Translator)
The Bridge on the Drina
1977, PAPER, 318 PAGES, $15.00
These linked stories by the Nobel-prize
winning author capture the history and
complexity of Christian and Muslim 
relations during Ottoman occupation.
(Item BLK59)
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