
Here is a brief selection of 
favorite, new and hard-to-find 
books, prepared for your journey. 
For your convenience, you may 
call (800) 342-2164 to order these 
books directly from Longitude, 
a specialty mail-order book service. 

To order online, and to get 
the latest, most comprehensive 
selection of books for your 
voyage, go directly to 
reading.longitudebooks.com/V512117

See next pages for more reading
recommendations.

ESSENTIAL READING

Item EXMED626. Buy these 4 items as 
a set for $67 including shipping, 15% 
off the retail price. With free shipping 
on anything else you order.

Jan Morris
The World of Venice
1995, PAPER, 315 PAGES, $18.95
Morris displays her talent for research,
anecdote and well-wrought prose in
this spirited history of a beloved city.
(Item ITL12)

Mary Beard
The Fires of Vesuvius, Pompeii
Lost and Found
2010, PAPER, 384 PAGES, $17.95
With the panache of a gifted classicist,
Mary Beard (Wonders of the World) 
conjures daily life in celebrated 
Pompeii, not only demolishing with
particular relish the many myths that
have grown up around the place but 
also emphasizing the limits of our
knowledge. Some things we simply 
shall never know for certain. 
(Item ITA46)

DK Publishing, Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Sicily
2011, PAPER, 256 PAGES, $23.00
This superb guide to Sicily features 
color photography, dozens of excellent
local maps and a synopsis of the 
island's attractions. Handsome, 
convenient and up-to-date, this is 
the guide to carry. (Item ITL468)

Ocean Explorer Maps
Mediterranean Explorer
2006, MAP, $11.95
A full color map of the Mediterranean
from Gibraltar to the Black Sea, 
featuring historical information on 
ancient sites and historic ports. 
(Item MED89)

“pompeii is something so wonderful, 

so full of mystery, so captivating” 
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Freytag & Berndt
Croatia Coast Map
2011, MAP, $14.95
A nicely shaded map covering the 
Dalmatian Coast from Porec to Dubrovnik
at a scale of 1:200,000, perfect for the
complex coastline. (Item BLK17)

Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Croatia
2011, PAPER, 296 PAGES, $23.00
Gorgeously illustrated and filled with 
excellent maps, this compact book 
offers a thorough overview of Croatia's
history, traditions, cultures and sights.
(Item BLK39)

Fodors
Fodor's Rome's 25 Best
2009, PAPER, 128 PAGES, $11.99
This shirt-pocket guide includes a map 
of the city and essential information on 
its highlights. (Item ITL112)

R.A. Staccioli
Italy, Monuments Past 
and Present
2003, FLEXI-BOUND, 78 PAGES, $25.00
This informative volume shows Italy's
most important monuments as they look
today and, via overlaid illustrations, as
they were once upon a time. The book
surveys the history and archeological
highlights of Pompeii, Rome and Sicily.
(Item ITL455)

Citypack
Fodor's Venice's 25 Best
2009, PAPER, 128 PAGES, $11.99
This shirt-pocket guide includes an 
excellent map of the city center and 
essential information. (Item ITL106)

Jeffrey Kennedy
Eyewitness Top 10 Naples &
Amalfi Coast
2010, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $14.00
A compact, illustrated guide in the popular
series, featuring favorite attractions. With
a pull-out map. (Item ITA178)

Fausto Longo, Lorena Jannelli, 
Luca Cerchiai
The Greek Cities of Magna 
Graecia and Sicily
2004, HARD COVER, 288 PAGES, $45.00
An engaging history of the Western 
Greek colonies in Sicily and southern
Italy in the eighth and seventh centuries
BC, featuring 240 magnificent color 
illustrations, maps and a site-by-site 
review of major archaeological sites. 
(Item ITL751)

Jordan Lancaster
In the Shadow of Vesuvius
2009, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $16.95
A sparkling portrait of Naples from its
volcanic origins to its lively present. 
Lancaster's cultural history explores 
the city's tumultuous past, its spirited 
inhabitants and the mythical allure 
that's drawn so many travelers to its 
siren song. (Item ITL969)

Steven Runciman
The Sicilian Vespers, A History 
of the Mediterranean World 
in the Later Thirteenth Century 
1992, PAPER, 355 PAGES, $25.00
A spellbinding history of the 13th-
century Kingdom of Sicily. The massacre
of the French at Palermo, known as the
Sicilian Vespers, is the springboard for 
the author's sweeping depiction of the
Mediterranean in the late 1200s. 
(Item ITL295)

Mark Mazower
The Balkans, A Short History
2002, PAPER, 188 PAGES, $13.95
A brief, provocative survey of the 
complex and often contentious history 
of the Balkans. With eloquence and 
insight, Mazower addresses the issues 
of geography, nationalism and modern
nation-building in the region. 
(Item BLK28)

Tommaso Astarita
Between Salt Water and Holy
Water, A History of Southern Italy
2005, PAPER, 352 PAGES, $22.95
Astarita captures the fanfare, rivalry and
changing fortunes of Sicily from antiquity
through Norman, Spanish and Bourbon
rule to unification and the 20th century.
(Item ITL597)

Michael Grant
The Ancient Mediterranean
1990, PAPER, 374 PAGES, $20.00
Grant explores the realms of archaeology,
geography, art and economics to sketch
this classic portrait of the ancient world,
from prehistory through the Roman 
Imperium, and the influence on western
civilization. (Item MED10) 

Peter Robb
Midnight in Sicily
2007, PAPER, 400 PAGES, $17.00
Combining interviews, research and 
essays on Sicilian history and culture,
this vivid report by journalist Peter 
Robb is a superb introduction to Italy's
glorious, corrupt and troubled south.
(Item ITL74)

Robert D. Kaplan
Balkan Ghosts, A Journey
through History
2005, PAPER, 307 PAGES, $17.00
Kaplan interweaves the history, art 
and culture of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 
Romania and Greece with his travels 
in this portrait of the region. 
(Item BLK02)

Mary Taylor Simeti
On Persephone's Island
1986, PAPER, 352 PAGES, $14.95
Strong on the delights of rural life,
Simeti's portrait of Sicily takes the form
of a year-long journal, capturing the
spirit of the people, daily life, traditions
and the land. (Item ITL03)

Giuseppe di Lampedusa
The Leopard
2007, PAPER, 384 PAGES, $16.00
Evoking a lost world of privilege and 
tradition, Giuseppe di Lampedusa's 
memorable tale, set on a rural Sicilian 
estate during the days of independence,
follows the world-weary Don Fabrizio,
Prince of Salina. A classic, now in a
50th anniversary edition. (Item ITL11)

Ivo Andric, Lovette F. Edwards 
(Translator)
The Bridge on the Drina
1977, PAPER, 318 PAGES, $15.00
These linked stories by the Nobel-prize
winning author captures the history
and complexity of Christian and 
Muslim relations during Ottoman 
occupation. Hewn of stone, the bridge
dividing the town of Visegrad was 
Andric's inspiration. (Item BLK59)
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