
Here is a brief selection of 
favorite, new and hard-to-find 
books, prepared for your journey. 
For your convenience, you may 
call (800) 342-2164 to order these 
books directly from Longitude, 
a specialty mail-order book service. 

To order online, and to get 
the latest, most comprehensive 
selection of books for your 
voyage, go directly to 
reading.longitudebooks.com/V523194

See next pages for more reading
recommendations.

ESSENTIAL READING

Item EXMED627. Buy these 5 items as a 
set for $83 including shipping, 15% off the
retail price. With free shipping on anything
else you order.

David Abulafia (Editor)
The Mediterranean in History
2011, PAPER, 320 PAGES, $29.95
A professor at Cambridge, David 
Abulafia leads a team of eight historians
in this engaging, richly illustrated
overview of the civilizations, societies
and grand themes in the history of 
this great sea at the heart of Europe. 
Published in conjunction with the J. Paul
Getty Museum, the book features 150
well-integrated color and 150 black-
and-white illustrations. (Item MED79)

Marina Belozerskaya, Kenneth Lapatin
Ancient Greece: Art, Architecture,
and History
2004, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $19.95
This lively illustrated guide covers the 
architecture, painting and sculpture 
of Ancient Greece from the third 
millennium to the end of the Hellenistic
period. With 282 color and 28 black-
and-white illustrations. (Item GRE194)

Barry Unsworth
Crete
2007, PAPER, 192 PAGES, $10.95
A travel memoir from the Booker prize-
winning novelist, richly detailed and
seeped in the millennia-old traditions,
myths, literature and history of the 
island. (Item GRE303)

Giuseppe di Lampedusa
The Leopard
2007, PAPER, 384 PAGES, $16.00
Evoking a lost world of privilege and 
tradition, Giuseppe di Lampedusa's
memorable tale, set on a rural Sicilian 
estate during the days of independence,
follows the world-weary Don Fabrizio,
Prince of Salina. A classic, now in a 
50th anniversary edition. (Item ITL11)

“The Minoan civilization was talented,

cultivated and extremely rich” 

Reading Guide
athens to rome
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CRUISES TO CLASSICAL CIVILIZATIONS



Ocean Explorer Maps
Mediterranean Explorer
2006, MAP, $11.95
A full color map of the Mediterranean
from Gibraltar to the Black Sea, featuring
historical information on ancient sites 
and historic ports. (Item MED89)

Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Greek Islands
2011, PAPER, 408 PAGES, $28.00
Color photography, excellent local maps
and an island-by-island synopsis of 
attractions make this book the one 
to carry with you. (Item GRE37)

Lonely Planet
Lonely Planet Italian Phrasebook
2011, PAPER, 260 PAGES, $8.99
A handy palm-size phrasebook for the
traveler. (Item ITL531)

Lesley Anne Rose
Frommer's Malta & Gozo 
Day by Day
2009, PAPER, 182 PAGES, $12.99
A compact shirt pocket guide, ideal for 
a short visit, featuring remarkably good
suggestions for everything from food, 
hotels and neighborhoods to shopping.
With a separate foldout map of the city
center. (Item MED147)

Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Top Ten Athens
2010, PAPER, 160 PAGES, $14.00
A compact illustrated guide in the popular
series, featuring favorite attractions, events,
restaurants, shops and excursions in
Athens. (Item GRE219)

Peter Robb
Midnight in Sicily, On Art, Food,
History, Travel and La Cosa Nos-
tra
2007, PAPER, 400 PAGES, $17.00
Combining interviews, research and 
essays on Sicilian history and culture, 
this vivid report by journalist Peter 
Robb is a superb introduction to Italy's
glorious, corrupt and troubled south. 
(Item ITL74)

DK Publishing, Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Sicily
2011, PAPER, 256 PAGES, $23.00
This superb guide to Sicily features 
color photography, dozens of excellent
local maps and a synopsis of the island's 
attractions. Handsome, convenient and
up-to-date, this is the guide to carry. 
(Item ITL468)

Christopher Scarre
Penguin Historical Atlas of 
Ancient Rome
1995, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $18.00
A vivid overview of the rise and fall of 
the Roman Empire and its expansion
throughout North Africa and the 
Mediterranean, illustrated with 
ingenious color maps on many topics
(political borders, trade, defense, 
religion) and 80 color photographs. 
(Item ITL29)

Michael Grant
The Ancient Mediterranean
1990, PAPER, 374 PAGES, $20.00
Grant explores the realms of archaeology,
geography, art and economics to sketch
this classic portrait of the ancient world,
from prehistory through the Roman 
Imperium, and the influence on western
civilization. (Item MED10)

John Julius Norwich
The Middle Sea
2007, PAPER, 720 PAGES, $21.00
A marvelous writer who has already 
tackled Byzantium, the Normans in Sicily
and Venice, Norwich spins his magic in
this story of culture, trade and politics,
royalty and rulers, wars and religion in
the Mediterranean. (Item MED98)

Harry Hearder
Italy, A Short History
2001, PAPER, 294 PAGES, $29.00
Elegantly written, generous and 
informative, this compact book takes 
in the sweep of Italian history from 
the Roman Republic through the 
Renaissance, World War II and up 
to the present. (Item ITL56)

Robin Lane Fox
The Classical World
2008, PAPER, 656 PAGES, $18.95
Fox conjures tyrants, conquerors 
and enthralling personalities in this 
marvelously written history of ancient
Greece and Rome in this epic history
from Homer to Hadrian. (Item GRE293)

Ada Gabucci (Editor)
Ancient Rome: Art, Architecture,
and History
2002, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $19.95
This lively, illustrated survey of Ancient
Rome's monuments, history and art is 
a terrific introduction. (Item ITL419) 

Henry Miller
The Colossus of Maroussi
2010, PAPER, 223 PAGES, $12.95
Miller captures the spirit and warmth 
of the resilient Greek people in this 
inspired tale of a wartime journey from
Athens to Crete, Corfu and Delphi 
with his friend Lawrence Durrell. 
(Item GRE05)

Artemis Leontis (Editor)
Greece, A Traveler's Literary 
Companion
1997, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $14.95
In this terrific anthology, 24 
contemporary Greek writers, both 
well-known and up-and-coming, 
introduce Greek culture, people 
and landscapes. (Item GRE190)

Andrea Camilleri
The Shape of Water
2005, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $14.00
The first of Camilleri's wildly popular 
Inspector Montalbano mysteries, nicely
translated and shot through (pun 
intended) with not just memorable 
characters but also with Sicilian lore 
and politics. If you like the series, it 
continues in 12 more installments – 
and counting. (Item ITL528)
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